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grabs, and fought a gallant action. The grabs*
were generally two-masted ships, from one hundred
and fifty to three hundred tons burden, built to
draw very little water, and excellent sailers,
especially in the light winds prevalent on the
Western coast. They had no bowsprit, but the
main-deck was continued into a long overhanging
prow. The favourite mode of using them was for
two or three of them to run aboard their victim
at the same time, and attack, sword in hand, along
the prow. Being built for fighting, and not for
trade, they could sail round the clumsy merchant-
men that hailed from the Thames, and, if pressed,
could find safety in the shallow bays and mouths
of rivers along the coast. Three grabs grappled
the President at once, but the boarders were
beaten back, and all three were blown up and
sunk, on which the rest of the squadron made
off. The President was set on fire in sixteen
places, and lost eleven men killed and thirty-three
wounded.

In the following year the Josiah ketch was
attacked by the Sanganians while at anchor, and
in the heat of the engagement blew up. A few

* From the Arabic ghorab,t a raven.'